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Ascendancy of China’s Intellectual
Property Protection Regime
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Despite the US-China trade dispute and US 
concerns about Intellectual Property theft, China 
has, in the last 40 years, made significant strides in 
establishing a modern IP protection regime. More 
recently, the Chinese Government has further 
improved regulations, is enhancing the judicial 
system and taking enforcement action.  New 
specialist IP courts, virtual courts and a national IP 
Court of Appeal are evidence of progress.

While China still has much to do, foreign companies 
must be pragmatic. Accessing the burgeoning China 
market will always require some element of 
technology licensing or “know-how” exchange.  
However, China’s new foreign investment law (FIL), 
which becomes effective on 1 January 2020, signals 
a positive step forward, using language that makes 
forced technology transfer by administrative means 
a criminal offence.
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Snapshot 2017-18: China’s increasing domination of filing activity 

Key IP milestones in China

China is strengthening IP enforcement
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Source: Supreme People’s Court of China
Work Report, March 2019

Deacons is Hong Kong's premier independent firm. With over 168 years’ experience, it provides an extensive range 
of legal and commercial services to local and international corporations. The firm has one of the largest specialist 
IP teams in the region, with more than 125 staff, of which 46 are qualified lawyers or fee earners.

About Deacons

deacons.com

228,000
IP cases in 2018
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